
Too Precious to Drill: The Marine Biodiversity of Belize 
Conference Agenda 

29-30 June 2011, Biltmore Best Western, Belize City 

Date/Time Event/Presentation Presenter/Chair Affiliation/Venue 

JUNE 29 INTRODUCTION   

8:00 – 9:00 Late registration   

9:00 – 9:05 Welcome remarks Tanya Williams, Coalition 
Coordinator 

Belize Coalition to Save Our Natural 
Heritage 

9:05 – 9:15 Welcome remarks Senator Gordon  

9:00 – 9:15 Welcome remarks Audrey Matura-Shepherd Oceana Belize 

9:15 – 9:30 Introduction to the Conference Daniel Pauly University of British Columbia 

9:30 – 10:00 Offshore oil vs 3E’s (Environment, 
Economy & Employment) 

Frank Gordon Kirkwood and 
Audrey Matura-Shepherd 

Retired Engineer/Independent Oil Advisor 
& Oceana respectively 

10:00 – 10:30 The Belize Barrier Reef: a World Heritage 
Site 

Janet Gibson Wildlife Conservation Society Belize 

10:30 – 10:45 COFFEE BREAK   

JUNE 29 THREATENED BELIZEAN MARINE 
BIODIVERSITY 

Chairs: Melanie McField and 
Mike Hirschfield 

Healthy Reef & Oceana respectively 

10:45 – 11:15 Threats to coastal dolphins from oil 
exploration, drilling and spills off the 
coast of Belize 

Ellen Hines San Francisco State University 

11:15 – 11:45 The fate of manatees in Belize Nicole Auil Gomez Sea to Shore Alliance 

11:45 – 12:15 The elasmobranchs of Glover’s Reef 
Marine Reserve and other sites in 
northern and central Belize 

Demian Chapman, Elizabeth 
Babcock, Mark Bond and 
Ellen Pikitch 

Stony Brook University 

12:15 – 14:15 LUNCH   

14:15 – 14:45 Grouper and snapper assemblages in 
Belize: possible impacts from oil 
exploration 

William Heyman Texas A&M University 
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14:45 – 15:15 Endemic marine fishes of Belize: 
evidence of isolation in a unique 
ecological region 

Phillip Lobel Boston University 

15:15 – 15:30 COFFEE BREAK   

15:30 – 16:00 Functional importance of biodiversity for 
coral reefs of Belize 

Janie Wulff Florida State University 

16:00 – 16:30 Biodiversity of sponges: beyond Belize 
and to the greater Caribbean 

Maria Cristina Diaz and 
Klaus Ruetzler 

Museo Marino de Margarita 
National Museum of Natural History 

16:30  DINNER COCKTAILS c/o Oceana Belize  

JUNE 30 THREATENED BELIZEAN MARINE 
BIODIVERSITY, CONTINUED 

Chairs: Melanie McField and 
Mike Hirschfield 

Healthy Reefs and Oceana respectively 

8:30 – 9:00 Status and distribution of seabirds in 
Belize: threats and conservation 
opportunities 

Lee Jones and Philip 
Balderamos 

UNDP 

9:00 – 9:30 Biodiversity, ecology and biogeography 
of hydroids (Cnidaria: Hydrozoa) from 
Belize 

Lea-Anne Henry Heriot-Watt University 

9:30 – 10:00 Documenting the marine biodiversity of 
Belize through FishBase and SeaLifeBase 

Maria L.D. Palomares and 
Daniel Pauly 

University of British Columbia 

10:00 – 10:30 Summary of marine biodiversity sessions Mike Hirschfield Oceana 

10:30 – 10:45 COFFEE BREAK   

JUNE 30 THREATENED BELIZEAN MARINE 
HABITATS AND LIVELIHOODS 

Chairs: Lisa Carne and 
Margot Stiles 

Consultant and Oceana, respectively 

10:45 – 11:15 Evaluating potential impacts of offshore 
oil drilling on the ecosystem services of 
mangroves in Belize 

Timothy B. Smith Brooksmith Consulting 
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11:15 – 11:45 A deep-sea coral ‘gateway’ in the 
northwestern Caribbean 

Lea-Anne Henry Heriot-Watt University 

11:45 – 12:15 Natural and anthropogenic catastrophe 
on the Belizean Barrier Reef 

Richard Aronson and Ian G. 
Macintyre 

Florida Institute of Technology 

12:15 – 14:15 LUNCH   

14:15 – 14:45 Evaluating coral reef health on a large 
scale 

Melanie McField Healthy Reefs for Healthy People 

14:45 – 15:15 Reconstruction of total marine fisheries 
catches for Belize, 1950-2008 

Dirk Zeller University of British Columbia 

15:15 – 15:45 Under the threat of oil: assessing the 
value and contribution of Belizean 
fisheries 

Sarah Harper and Rashid 
Sumaila 

University of British Columbia 

15:45 – 16:00 COFFEE BREAK   

16:00 – 16:30 The economic value and future of marine 
ecotourism in Belize 

Andres Cisneros and Rashid 
Sumaila 

University of British Columbia 

16:30 – 17:00 Summary of habitats and livelihoods 
sessions 

Lisa Carne Marine Biologist Consultant 

17:00 – 17:30 Conclusions and closing remarks Audrey Matura-Shepherd & 
Daniel Pauly 

Oceana & Sea Around Us Project 
respectively 

18:00 DINNER c/o Sea Around Us Project  

JULY 1 FIELD TRIP FOR PARTICIPANTS  Turneffe Atoll 
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