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i thesonof In
ciationwithNalanda; hesaid,
i "All my knowledge comes

. India is a truly

~secular nation,
says Dalai Cama

: Dalal Lamaat ﬂwe Intematlonal ﬂuddhlst conctave In Rajgir on Friday

! Rajgir: Buddhistspiritualle-
: adertheDalaiLamacalledIn-
5 dia a truly secular country

i ‘where every religious group

! livesinpeace withoutfear. He
i said India sheuld take the le-
: ad for global peace and har-
{ mony.. While inaugurating
i the three-day International
i Buddhist Conclave (IBC)
i with Union minister of state
i for tourism and culiure Dr
{ Mahesh Sharma at Rajgir's

international  convention,

' centreon Friday, thePDalaiLa-
{ ma called himself ~the

‘son of India’.
“India preached non-vio-

¢ lence for over 2,000 years and
¢ it is the only country where
i peopleof allfaithslive in har-
i mony and without fear,” he
; said and added, “I have been

i living in this
pastssyearsandullmyself
*.Onhisasso-

':" from thé Nalanda thoughts,

! The Tripitaka-Pali Cancn,
i physically and mentally”

On intercaste or interfa-

i ithconflicts, hesaid, “Despite

philosophical differences, all
religions preach peace and

i harmony, but the modern day,
¢ education, which is based on;
: consumerism, has made peo-
ple devoid of love, affection, -
! friendship and trust. The so-
i Iution lesin controlling sur-
: geof emaotion taught in great
i Indian traditionai system of

education which teaches tole;
rance, forgiveness and

: contentment.”

The exiled Tibetan spiri-
tual leader said when he was
in Tibet, his thoughts were
confined to Tibet only But,
during his stay in India,
his thoughts got broadened
or globalized.

“Buddha cannot remove
sufferings or the cause of suf-
ferings. He only shows the
path to control destructive
emotions through medita-
tion — Vipassana,” he said
and added; “Buddha Dharma
is relevant in the fleld of sci-
ence. 5o, we say, Buddhism is
reisvant in the 21% century”

The:Union minister, who
is also chancellor of Nav Na-
landa Mahavihara (NNM),
the co-sponsor of the event,
praised the Dalai Lama not
only for promoting Buddhist
values but also for hifs contri-

- bution to world peace. He also

assured the NNM:to extend
every possible cooperation'it
required for its growth
and development.

NNM vice.chancellor ML
Srivastava sald, “Buddhism
mifigated the cause of con-
flicts and promote interfaith
‘harmony, globally.” He said
the NNM was fountled for the
‘promotion of . Pdli whic}l
contributed alot in under-
standing Buddhism since its
Anception in196L

Union secretary of cultu-
re department, N K Sinha,
welcomed the . guests and
scholars from 30countries.

TheDalai Lama also unve-
iled the new version of 'I:ripi-
‘taka or-Pali Canon and'decla-
red open the Buddhist

Science departmentat NNM.



