
Without drastic measures, Gulf of Maine cod fishery will be lost forever

 

  

Log In | Register | Lost Password? 

HOME

MAINEJOBS

HOMES

WHEELS

MARKETPLACE

Place an Ad

 
 

NEWS
Local and State
Midday/4PM Reports
AP Wire
InDepth
Week in Photos

WEATHER
5-day Forecast
On the Ocean

SPORTS
High Schools
Red Sox
Pirates

BUSINESS
News
Blogs
Maine News Direct
Classifieds

ENTERTAINMENT
Calendar
Movies
Dining
Music
Theater
Art

TRAVEL
Maine Regions
From Away
Vacation Rentals
Lodging Guide

OUTDOORS
Hiking
Fishing
Trail Head
Campground Guide

BLOGS
Christina's World
Kid Tracks
A Dog's Life
More blogs

20 BELOW
Teen Blogs
One-Minute Wonders
Reindeer Rock-off

 

Home • News • Sports • Business • Editorials • Nemitz 
iHerald • Obituaries • Special Reports • Classifieds • Home Delivery

 
Sunday, April 2, 2006 

MAINE VOICES: Priscilla M. Brooks 
and U. Rashid Sumaila 

Without drastic measures, Gulf of 
Maine cod fishery will be lost forever 

Copyright © 2006 Blethen Maine Newspapers Inc.

 E-mail this story to a friend 

  Also on this page: 
ABOUT THE AUTHORS 

  

ADVERTISEMENT  
"In Cod We Trust" was 
once a motto for the proud 
fishermen of the North 
Atlantic. Now, a fitting 
epitaph to their lost way of 
life could be, "In Cod We 
Trusted."

Sadly, the once-rich fish 
populations of Georges 
Bank and the Gulf of 
Maine, which should have 
been wisely managed as a 
biological trust fund for 
current and future 
generations of New 
Englanders, have instead 
been depleted.

This has happened in the 
name of short-sighted 
economic gain, which, 
according to recent 
studies, is actually costing 
fishing communities 
millions of dollars.

In 1976, Congress passed 
the Fisheries Conservation 
and Management Act, 
landmark legislation to 
reclaim U.S. fishing 

http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/viewpoints/mvoice/060402mvoice.shtml (1 of 4)4/4/2006 10:48:26 AM

http://oas.mainetoday.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.portland.com/viewpoints/story.shtml/2007768085/Top1/HSA-OUTDOORSWITHCHILDREN/outdoors0306A728.gif/38653637326637323434333262326530
http://www.mainetoday.com/
http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/
http://kennebecjournal.mainetoday.com/
http://morningsentinel.mainetoday.com/
http://www.mainetoday.com/membercenter/register1.html
http://www.mainetoday.com/membercenter/register1.html
http://www.mainetoday.com/
http://mainejobs.mainetoday.com/
http://mainejobs.mainetoday.com/
http://homes.mainetoday.com/
http://homes.mainetoday.com/
http://wheels.mainetoday.com/
http://wheels.mainetoday.com/
http://marketplace.mainetoday.com/
http://marketplace.mainetoday.com/
http://www.mainetoday.com/advertise.html
http://www.mainetoday.com/advertise.html
http://news.mainetoday.com/
http://news.mainetoday.com/
http://news.mainetoday.com/
http://news.mainetoday.com/apwire/
http://news.mainetoday.com/indepth
http://news.mainetoday.com/weekinphotos/
http://weather.mainetoday.com/
http://weather.mainetoday.com/
http://weather.mainetoday.com/
http://sports.mainetoday.com/
http://sports.mainetoday.com/highschool/
http://sports.mainetoday.com/pro/redsox/
http://sports.mainetoday.com/pirates/
http://business.mainetoday.com/
http://business.mainetoday.com/news
http://business.mainetoday.com/blogs/
http://business.mainetoday.com/newsdirect/
http://business.mainetoday.com/classifieds/
http://entertainment.mainetoday.com/
http://calendar.mainetoday.com/
http://movies.mainetoday.com/
http://entertainment.mainetoday.com/dining/
http://entertainment.mainetoday.com/music/
http://entertainment.mainetoday.com/theater/
http://entertainment.mainetoday.com/art/
http://travel.mainetoday.com/
http://travel.mainetoday.com/regions
http://travel.mainetoday.com/fromaway/
http://travel.mainetoday.com/advertising/vacationrentals/
http://travel.mainetoday.com/advertising/lodging/
http://outdoors.mainetoday.com/
http://outdoors.mainetoday.com/hiking/
http://outdoors.mainetoday.com/fishing/
http://outdoors.mainetoday.com/trailhead/
http://outdoors.mainetoday.com/advertising/campgrounds/
http://blogs.mainetoday.com/
http://www.mainetoday.com/christinasworld/
http://outdoors.mainetoday.com/children/kidtracks/
http://blogs.mainetoday.com/dogslife/
http://blogs.mainetoday.com/
http://20below.mainetoday.com/
http://20below.mainetoday.com/blogs/
http://20below.mainetoday.com/oneminutewonders3/
http://20below.mainetoday.com/show/rockoff/
http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/
http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/news
http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/sports
http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/business
http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/viewpoints
http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/news/nemitz
http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/iherald
http://www.legacy.com/MaineToday-PressHerald/
http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/specialrpts
http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/classifieds
https://secure.mainetoday.com/subscribe/pph
http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/copyright.shtml
http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/cgi-bin/emailnews.pl/email.txt

http://oas.mainetoday.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.portland.com/viewpoints/story.shtml/114996275/x10/WIZFORD-SKY/wizford0106.gif/38653637326637323434333262326530


Without drastic measures, Gulf of Maine cod fishery will be lost forever

MAINEJOBS
Search Jobs
Post a Job
News and Resources
Employer Profiles

HOMES
Classifieds
Advice and Info
Featured Agents
Moving to Maine
Retiring in Maine

WHEELS
Classifieds
Resources and Info
Featured Dealers

MILESTONES
Celebrations
Obituaries

MARKETPLACE
Classifieds
Special Sections

ADVERTISING
5 Reasons
Advertising Products

MEMBER CENTER
Press Herald
Sunday Telegram
Kennebec Journal
Morning Sentinel
MaineToday.com

 
Network Affiliate 

 
ABOUT THE AUTHORS 

Priscilla M. Brooks, Ph.D., is a marine 
economist and the director of the Marine 
Conservation Program at the Conservation 
Law Foundation in Boston. U. Rashid 
Sumaila, Ph.D., is director of the Fisheries 
Economics Research Unit at the University 
of British Columbia Fisheries Centre in 
Vancouver. 

 
 
To top of story

grounds from foreign 
factory trawlers and 
guarantee that generations 
of New England fishermen 
could earn a sustainable 
living from local fisheries.

So why then, three 
decades later, are our 
fisheries in utter chaos? 
Cod and many other 
groundfish populations are 
dangerously depleted, and 
the region's fishing 
communities are crying for mercy from regulators poised to again 
tighten the regulatory screws.

New England's signature species, the Atlantic cod, is on the verge 
of collapse on Georges Bank, having fallen 25 percent in 
abundance since 2002 to only 10 percent of what scientists 
consider to be a healthy and sustainable level.

At the heart of New England's inability to maintain stable 
groundfish populations is a decades-long trail of poor decision-
making by fishery managers often supported by our political 
leaders.

In a vain attempt to ease the impact on fishermen, the short-
term economic interests of the fishing industry were elevated at 
the expense of the long-term health of the fish and the 
communities that depend upon them.

Instead of imposing restrictions to rebuild what were truly 
legendary populations of fish, managers put forth half-measures 
that in the end slowed but never stopped the ultimate fall of our 
fisheries.

Communities of fishermen, processors, boat builders, engine 
repairmen, fishing gear manufacturers and bait suppliers are now 
stretched to the limit and faltering.

As economists, we view this gross mismanagement of a public 
resource not just as a natural resource disaster, but also as a 
colossal economic failure to protect a valuable public asset. 
Federal regulators, charged with protecting the resource, instead 
liquidated it — draining the principal instead of living off the 
annual interest.

The saddest part is that fishery managers have known all along 
that rebuilding groundfish would yield great biological and 
economic benefits, which, if properly managed, could be 
sustained through time.

In fact, in the latest management plan for New England's 
groundfish, known as Amendment 13, scientists predict that 
annual groundfish landings will more than double over the 22-
year rebuilding period.

Likewise, annual revenues from a rebuilt fishery would nearly 
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triple — soaring from $128 million in 2003 to $360 million in 
2026.

A more recent study by economists from the University of British 
Columbia Fisheries Centre found that fishermen and consumers 
would realize nearly $130 million more in economic benefits by 
restoring Georges Bank and Gulf of Maine cod.

This isn't rocket science — rebuilt fish populations will pay 
dividends in the form of a larger sustainable catch and associated 
revenues.

Unfortunately, there is no easy solution that spares further 
economic hardship to fishermen.

Groundfish populations are so depleted that only harsh measures 
can bring them back. Reliance on "input controls," such as days-
at-sea restrictions, trip limits and closed areas, can not control 
the amount of fish caught with any certainty, and thus can no 
longer be tolerated.

Indeed, 30 years of groundfish management, if nothing else, has 
proven that such indirect measures do not work. What New 
England and our celebrated cod need is an enforceable program 
of annual catch limits that strictly control the amount of fish 
caught.

This could be developed in a way that ensures communities up 
and down the coast get a fair opportunity to make a living from 
the sea.

Congress should insist on this provision when it revises the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Conservation and Management Act 
this year.

While delaying "the catch" is politically unattractive, watching cod 
populations decline further is unconscionable.

Rebuilding cod and other groundfish is a smart investment.

Only then can fishermen once again bank on the mighty cod.

— Special to the Telegram
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