


Pew Report
adds to a

mounting pile
of evidence

that the
oceans

are dying.

In a historic
report released on Wednes.lay, June 4,
the Pew Oceans Commissicm, a blue-rib-
bon panel made up of nat1.)nalleaders
and chaired by Leon Panet:a, makes a
firm Call for a total re-do of our national
ocean poliCy.

lltled "America's living Oceans:
charting A Course For Sea Change," the
145-page report depicts a lcrge scale cri-
sis in a vast, nall!Xal~d stJategically
important resource that Mi been mis-
understood and abused thr)ugh the
20th century.

The P'ew-Commission sp~ With'"
bipartisan authority. Its 18-11l~ panel
has as members a fonner Ooast Guard
admiral who now heads the Ocean
Conservancy; the first femaJe NASA
astronaut to walk in space; the chair of
the nation's largest ~ water utility;
Governor Geolge Pataki of 1 Jew York;
Julie Packard, founder of thl' Monterey
Bay Aquariwn; two commeldal fisher-
men; fonnel and current goiernInent
officials, and several scientis:s. -

They've spent the lastm'o years criss-
crossing the nation talking to various
fIShermen, scientists, offilOials and regu-
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laf ci~
and
returned to
find theou
look for our
seas bleak

uriless major
changes are

made quickly.
As the report

states siinply out
the outset,

"America's oceans are
jz:, crisis and the stakes

could not be higher. "
Altho'llgh it's hard to imagine

in 2003, picture the boUntiful
Monterey Bay devoid of life. Replace th
bay's sea otters, whales and squid with a
clogging of plankton and goo. And lots
of nasty, bubbly brown foam.

It has happened, even If it hasn't
happened here. The Monterey Bay sar-
dine fishery did crash in the 1940s after
years of baffling abundance, but the bay
didn't become swarmed by plilnktonor
d1okedwith crap. But the Chesapeake
Bay did. .

The industrial removal of oysters
early in the 200, century left the majes-
tic Chesapeake without its natural filter.
Heaping scads of oysterS had for years
cleaned all the microscopic junk out of
the bay's waters. But when New York~
developed a tastl? for the oysters, and
the barmen of Matylanda,nd .virginia,
figured out how to break apart and effi-
ciently remove the massive oyster
colonies using steam shovels.. the
ecosystem shifted.

The water went dirty without its oys-
ters. Their food source, plankton,
thrived. Jellyfish followed, creating a
hypoxic area, or dead zone. Later, indus-
trial pollution from poultry farIIis on
the Eastem Shorl? exacerbated the prob-
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lem. A once thriVicng and productive bay
became home to lowlife marine crea-
tures, with oYSters atone percent of
historic levels.

Jeremy Jackson, a m!lrine biologist, -
studied the Chesapeake 30 years ago,
and he uses ~t place as example of
just how quickly and seriously unin-
tended consequences can be created by
hungry, well-equipped people. Now he's
a leading advocate for restorhlg ocean
health.

In the coming months we are likely
to hear a lot from Jackson: ~d others
like him, as a convergence of efforts and
campaigns to repair a badly damaged
ocean gets underway.

The Pew report is theftrst major
reassessment of the U.S. policy on
oceans In 30 years. It comes out at a
time when the public is increasingly
aware of serio\jS effects on ocean life
caused by human use and abuse.
LoCally, rules on the management of the
Monterey Bay National Marine
SanctUary are being overhauled. At the
national level, the Pew re~rt will call
for major revisions:drastlc measures like
no-fishing zones that will be very con-
troversial. A Col:lgressionallyappointed
commissjon will release its own report
later this year;

Globally, the effect of industrialized
fishing is being acknowledged such that
the United Nations recently resolved to
return fish stocks to sustainable and
healthy numbers.

One of the clearest voices calling for
the same will be and has been Dr.
Jackson. The director of the Geosciences
Research DiVision at scripps Institution
of Oceanography and a senior scientist
at the Smithsonian Tropical Research
Institute, JaCkson is living in Pacific
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world, published in the May issue of the
journal Nature, asserts that 90 percent of
the large oceangoing fish, such as
blueftn tuna and albacore, are gone due
to the relentless harvest by industrial.
iZed and heavily subsidized fishing .

fleets.
Technology and governrnent subsides

have allowed fleets to travel thousands
of miles from hom~port, find schools of
~h with various sensors,and essentially
shovel aboard every swirtlming .creature.

This has created a weird situation. If
h~ are at the top of the food
chain, we have removed some of the
fattest links, leaving us to, as Jackson
says, harvest the "dandelions" left .
behind. Jackson compared it to slaugh-
tering buffalo on the America prairie in
the 1800s. He and others say it's time
for drastic changes.

"We don't need to keep stu.dying
these places. We already have the exam-
ples. We don't need to spend another
dollar. We don't need to spend another
penny. lie a farmer setting aside fields
to be fallow we have to set aside huge,
huge parts of the ocean so fish popula-
tions can r~bound.

"It's going to ripple through sociej,y.
It's going to be a war. We always do
these things but if we 40 them late the
consequences could be vastly worse
than if we'd done them on time."

The Pew Commis$ion report follows 30
years after a documentcaIIed the
Stratton Commission report. It was pub-
lished in 1969 and characterized the
ocean more as a resource that needs to
be used than one whi~ needs protec-
tion. Things have changed.

The Pew report Is the product of two
years of work by the comInissioners,
who traveled from coast to coast talking
to scientists; commercial and sport fish-
ermen, tour operators, government
officials and regular citizens. They toured
commercial fishing plants in Alaska, lis-
tened toshriInp fishermen in Louisiana,
held a hearing for lobstermen in Maine
and so on in 15 different venues.

The report identlftes major threats to
the nation's oceans from coastal de:vel-
opment, overftshing, dlmate change,
pollution, invasive species, fish farming,
unintentionally caught fish (known as
bycatch), and habitat alterations.

It cites countleSs examples of,destruc.
tive practices, some of which begiD
inland. (The Commis$ion made a stop
in Iowa to examlrle farming practices.)

As in the example of the Chesapeake
Bay, the depletion or removal of one
species has a ripple effect on others, as
the various lifeforms rely on each other
in the ecosystem. The Pew report identi-
fies such crisis areas such as the so-called
"dead zone" in the Gulf of Mexico,

deep, continued "- Po 15
Grove this summer to finish a book
called Brave New Ocean, about severe
human abuses on ocean life md its
widespread andcompoundirg conse-
quences. HIs work is important and
timely, bllt he says people dch't neces-
sarily pay attention, or even :are.

He's try!ng to change that. Last week,
he was in Los Angeles to maJ:e public
service announcements for a campaign
CcIIled Shifting Baselin~. Thr Jugh the
Iritemet, film, television and other
media, it-tries to get peopletJ realize
that what we have in the sea today is
faint echo of the lifelt used 10 hold,
beforeindustriallzed sea hanesting
crushed fish stocks and scraped the
ocean floor, ar}d before pollution and
bad policy created vast dead wnes in
places like the Gulf of MexiCo> "and the
San Francisco Bay.

The sdence Can be complic~ted but
his message is dear. And blwlt.

"The ocean is really, really [screwed]
up, and people don't know II;" he says.
"If you tell them It is, they u1mediately
think of pollution because It'§ easy. But
they don't realize the really i1sidious
thing we're doing is harvestiJ1g; it down
to the last fish."

He has a point. It's hard to under-
stand there's a crisis when ycu can go to
Costco and bUy fish from a 1: Ig, fully
stocked freezer. It's not even that expen-
sive and some cuts, likeahi tl1na, are
huge. But at Monterey's Costc~ five-
minute walk from the ocean--the
lobster comes flom Australia, the
prawns are from Indonesia, tile halibut
Is from Alaska and the salmon is from a
farm.

And according to~h sn:dies, the
ilidustry that puts those fish In that
freezer is wiping the oceans out.

There is a gap betWeen wllat's real
and what's realized. In the same way
that we have facsimiles of plilces that
once were-a housingdevelcpment
called Elk View in a place where there
were once elk but no more--Jackson's
contention, after years of stufy, is that
we don't know what we're n:issing. And
It's not for us that we should care but
for the health of the earth.

Jackson's an advocate for :he creation
of zones in the sea called "marine
reserves." He points to sdentlfic find-
ings that call for "extraction bans." HIs
recommended solution is slnlple, and,
again, blunt: no-fishing.

This notion is extremely controver-
sial and disputed at every tuln. Still, the
evidence that humanity mwt complete-
ly rethink our ideas about the ocean is
being steadily accumulated, by Jackson
and others.

The Pew Commission's fuldingS were
preceded by more bad news. A major
report using 50 years worth of records
kept by various fishing fleets around the

"we' ~7 rtm TO ,,~p STt)V)'~Q TJ\tSt PL4Ce'S. wt .

~M4V)' J\4"t TJ\t I)c..4A\PLtS. wt V~7 rtm TO SP£'RV
4ROTJ\t~ V~. Wi: M"t TO StT 4sm JUJQt, JUJQt MftTS
0' TJ\t 0Ce'4R SO 'III'! POPtJL4T~S t4R M~V."
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Presen~g that
idea to a Republican administration
might be daun~g, but Panetta sounc
optimistic. He points to the fact that 1
Clean Water Act and the Clean Air Ad
both had bi-partisan support, and he
believes the ocean is the next logical
step. "My hope is that the leadership
recognizes the severity of the probleml
he says.

Haying immersed himself in the
Oceans Commission's work; Panetta
speaks with almost-grim conviction
about its fuidings. Haying traveled frOI
coast to coast on fact-fuiding excur-
sions, he says he has seen evidence 01
vast destruction caused by pollution aJ
overfishing. /

"We've treated it like a toilet,' he
says. "And at the same time, we've tre4
ed it as a boundless bounty. ~t we')
seeing now is the growing danger of C(
lapse of this important system.

"This,' he says. "is about protectin2
'life Itself.. ~

0f'.U-Jf'te' 0CE'4tt }le'SO(JJltf$

s
he

Panetta Invited him to
Monterey and showed
him around the
neighborhood. "It
didn't take a lot of
aJnl-tw!stIng to
convince him
that he'd have a
hardtirrle carry-
IngCalifqmia[1n
the next elec-
tion] if he
allowed oil rigs
off the Big Sur
coast," Panetta
says. "I think heftg-
ured that out pretty
fast."

It worked. Bush sup-
pqrted the SanctUary... aJ ld
dared to run on a pl~etobe' 

"the enVilonmentai: Resi-
dent."

Panetta, known as ml!ch for his keen
sense of pqlitics as for his solid ethics
and consensus-building pqwers, says
George Bush the YOungl7 may find him-
self In a situation notwillke the one his
father faced.

"This president has to make a pqliti-
caI judgment," Panetta !ays. "Is he
going to go Into the next election say-ing, 

to hell with the environment In all
of its aspects? Or is he going to go Into
the race with at.Jeast oru~ area In which
he shows environmental leadership."

Panetta and his fello\" Pew Oceans
Commissioners-which nclude
Democrats and Republicms,ftshermen
and conservationists-ar~ calling for a
fundamental shift In natonalpqlicy.
Their recommendations ndude the pas"
sage of an omnibus law outlining a
national oceans pqlicy, aId the creation
of a whole new area of f~deral govern-ment (to take the piace-ofthe .

hodgepodge of 4O-plus al:endes that,
now share respqnsiblllty [or managing
the oceans).

n

lQ

Ascnair of the Pew Oceans Commission. Leon Pclnetta
is asking the Bush Adminfstration for leadership. ,c"

BY ERIC JOHNSON

Leon Panetta was back in his old office
at the White House last Wednesday. He
had some important news and he want-
ed to make sure President Bush got It, so
he delIvered It personally to Bush's
Chief of Staff, Andy Card.

Panetta, who did a stint as Chief of
Staff for Pres. Bill Clinton, was in DC
last week in his role as chairman of the
Pew Oceans Commisslon-a blue-ribbon
panel that has spent the past year com-
pIlIng an exhaustive study. The report's
conclusions are dire, but Panetta is not
without hope.

"I'm glad we had a Chance to present
it to the White House," Panetta said the
following morning. "Hopefully they'll
look at It closely. And I hope we can get
him to pay attention to the findings."

The "him" Panetta was referring to is
our current president, and even tho~
Bush has not been distinguished pya
passion for environmental stewardship,
Panetta did not believe he was being
overly optimistic.
-Almost 15 years ago, when Panetta
was serving as the Central Coast's repre-
sentative in Congress, he launched a
crusade to get the Monterey Bay and
surrounding waters declared a National
Marine Sanctuary. In this effort he won
an unlikely ally: George H.W. Bush.

Panetta says he met with Bush one-
on-one on several occasions when he
was trying to get protection for the
Sanctuary, and found him to be helpful.
At least part of that cooperative spirit
was based on an environmental ethic,
Panetta says. He apparently is hoping
the "like father, like son" rule may come
into effect.

"ThIs, too, was a president who came
out of the oil industrY, but I think he
recognized that there are some resources
that need protection," Panetta recalls:

Beyon~ that-probably more than
that- Panetta belIeveS Bush the First
made apolitical calculation.

In his efforts to woo Bush Senior,

t.

1-

ecOsystem for the future. Of course, In
~ election year, anything can happen
Though it seems unlikely now, the poll
ical juice that comes with doing
something enwonmentaIly popular
would be hard to resist, even for Geor2
W. Bush. After all, his father's adoption
of the proposed Monterey Bay NationaJ
Marine Sanctuary helped George Bush
Sr. win California In 1988 [See sidebar.
page 17].

Dr. Jackson says America can rise to
Ithe challenge: "We have the power to

take over another country and make it
our own gas station. We certainly have
the power to protect our coastal waters.
We have the power to protect our fish-

Ieries. We don't have to wait for
International agreements." <

I =atiOnal ocean advocacy organization
founded in 2001.

www.oceana.org

ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE
An advocacy group with roots in the effort to
stop use of the dangerous pesticide DDT,
exposed in Rachel Carson's book Silent

Spring.
www.enll1ronmentaldefense.orgihome.ch11

MARINE CONSERVATION BIOLOGY
INSTITUTE
Scientific and conservation advocacy group
dedicated to restoring and protecting marine
iife off America's shores.

www.mcbl.org

deep, CllDtillued"..,. Po J6

Later this month, a committee of citi-
zens and stakeholders known as the
Sanctuary Advisory Council will review
preliminary findings from the Initial
scoping period. Everything is on the
table, from setting up no-fishing zones
off the local coast, to expanding the
boundary of the Sanctuary to include
the massive, undisturbed underwater
peak off the coast of southern Big Sur
known as the Davidson Seamount. After
another round of public hearings and
reviews,the new rules will be finalized
right around the 2004 presidential elec-
tion, making it~d the Pew report
recommendations--a political football
for whiChever candidate picks it up.

That's not soon enough for those
who have seen and studied massive-
181 THE WEEKLY I JUNE 5-11. 2003 I WWW.B

PACIFIC FISHERY
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
The body responsible for setting fishing regu-I 
lations for the Pacific coast.

www.pcouncll.org
MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM
S~e for a local but world-renowned ocean
education and research center.

www.mbayaq.org

I PEW OCUNS COMMISSION

The independent commission chaired by
Leon Panetta responsible for the historic

Jun~ 4 report "America's Living Oceans."

www.pewaceans.org

SHlmNG BASEUNES
A campaign headed up by Dr. Jeremy
Jackson (interviewed for adjoining artJ-
cle) that shows vividly just how much
has been lost from the ocean.

wwW.shlftlngbaselines.org

CONSERVATION INTERNATIONAL
An intemational o.ganization dedicat-
ed to preserving the globes natural
heri!age for future generations.

O.ganized a m~or ocean health confer-
ence in Mexico ending June 3, 2003.

www.conservation.org

OCEAN CONSERVANCY
A 9OO.000member body dedicated to pro-

tecting the ocean and its ecosystems.
www.oceanconservancy. 0 rg

SEAFOOD BUSINESS MAGAZINE
A trade joumal. Site inciudes a page of help-
fullinks to fisheries organizations and fish
business groups.

www.seafoodbusiness.com

, NATURAL RESOURCES
DEFENSE COUNCIL
An environmental action organization with a
soiid iegal and lobbying track record.

www.nrdc.org

THE US COMMISSION ON OCEAN POUCY
A commission of various ocean explorers,
academics, gowmment officials and others
authorized by congress to review ocean policy.

Www.aceancommlsolon.gov

THE HOIISE OCEANa CAUCUS
A bipartJsan forum for expioring ocean
issues headed up by four congressman.
including Rep. Sam Farr.

www.house.gov!greenwood!OCEAN

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
The federal agency responslbie for fisheries

management.

www.nmfs.noaa.gov

MONTEREY BAY NATIONAL
MARINE SANCnlARV

I From this local site link beyond to the
National Ocean Service and the National
oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

http:!!montereybay.noaa.gov

scale devastation to the ocean in rela-
tively brief period. The PtW report is
aimed at what the U.S. can do to fix
what we've broken. It's fccused here,
rather than pointing at 01 her na~ons
with equally rapacious appetites for fish
and likely less ambitious ;attitudes about
preservation.

For his part, JeremY Jal1cson believes
the United States needs no take the lead
and set an example for otl1er nations
without waiting for globa I consensus.

Based on the way the lurrent admin-
istration handled suchglc.bal
environmental actions Iik~ the Kyoto
protocol, it's going to taktmore thana
sea change to make wave. It's going to
take a regime change.

It's a matter of political will whether
or not our nationpro~ect.I Its own

ESTOFMONTEREYCOU NTY. COM



esting.letter to have loved find lost, etc.
This f'ear, perhaps worn out from the

grumbli1g. Moorer promises the plays
will be loerformed In period; "We'll all be
wearing armor and carrying broadswords,
so relax, everyone." (Spoilsports, I say.)

The Western Stage at Hartnell College
In Salirus, currently showing Prelude to a
Kiss (reviewed on page 26), opens Funny
Thing later In the month on the Main
Stage. 01 July 11, In the smaller Studio
Theater, Western Stage opens Ah!
Wi/demeiS, Eugene O'Neill's only come-
dy (a fictional recreation of the
dilldhocd he always wished for In pre-
World War I Connecticut). ,

On AILgust 8, Western Stage opens ;
what artistic director Jon Selover calls !
"the cenlerp~ of what we're doing ~
this year"-an or1glnaI adaptation of i~
Victor Vilasenor's Rain of Gold, In which ~
the note<l author recounts his family's;
emmigral1on from Mexico to Southern ::
Californt;, IOQ years ago. The depart- .-i
ment has been wor/<lng on this play for ::
two and .half years, brought In ::
Villasenor three times for readings and ~
workshops, and has auditioned ~y ~
out-of-to~m actors for the production, ~
which op!I1S In conJunction with the i:
city's ann Jai Steinbeck Festival. 1-

"The story has a lot of resonance for i:
people In this area," Selover says. "It's r
the story of a time of turmoil In :;
California's history, and how one family ~
fit Into It." ::

}.
Roundi!lg out Its summer season, on ~

August 22, weStern Stage presents Anton ~:
(,

in Show BLsiness, a "fun romp," Selover

says, thrOlgh the backstage world of
community theater. Anton applies a
unique COI1Ceit-an all-female cast play-
Ing multiple roles, Including the male
parts- In :his tale about a retired soap
opera Star in a small Texas town trying
to put on (:hekhov's Thre~ Sisters.
Should be Imuslng.

Elsa Co!! at the Magic Circle Center
has been pJtt!ng on some of the area's
more Interlsting plays ~ese past few
seasons, ml)st recently with a recent
stellar production of Margaret Edson's
Wit. On JWle 27 ~agic Circle opens
Over the Rn.er find J:7IroUgh the Woods,a

long-runnillg Off-Broadway comedy
about a clo:;e-knlt Italian-American fam-
Ily. "There'! a sweet sadness to the
story," Con says.

Also on ,\ugust 22, Magic Circle
opens The llousekeeper, a two-person
show featuring Jill Jackson and Rolly
Dick, where Dick plays a cantankerous
bachelor wllo hires a bag lady as his
new housaeeper. (fypecasting for
Jackson? Hr:Jlnmm.)

Althougt Wit faDed to pullin the big
crowds Magic Circle usually gets, Con
says she WOI}'t give up bringing In new
and risky pr Jductions. "I will not just do
crowd-pleas.~," she states. "I'd rather
close down he theater than do happy
little musicals all y~ar long." The point
of theater, slle says, "is to move people,
whether through laughter or tears."
Prepare to b! moved this summer. ~

-~~i


