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Lead Paragraph: First it was the sardines of Monterey Bay. Then came the
Atlantic cod, Pacific salmon, and Caribbean grouper. By the late 1980s, it seemed,
virtually every major commercial fishery had been exploited to the point of
collapse or was on its way there. Yet the only official global tally, compiled by the
United Nations' Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), was strangely
reassuring. It showed that the worldwide catch of marine fish remained stable at
about 80 million tons annually through
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