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Madagascar Marine Resources Plundered by International Seafood
Markets
ScienceDaily (June 17, 2011) — Fish catches in
Madagascar over the last half-century are double the
official reports, and much of that fish is being caught
by unregulated traditional fishers or accessed
cheaply by foreign fishing vessels. Seafood exports
from Madagascar often end up in a European recipe,
but are a recipe for political unrest at home, where
two-thirds of the population face hunger.
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These are the findings of a recent
study led by researchers from the
University of British Columbia's Sea
Around Us Project in collaboration
with the Madagascar-based
conservation organisation Blue
Ventures. The research, published
online this week in the journal Marine
Policy, used existing studies and
local knowledge to estimate total
fisheries catches between 1950 and
2008.

Foreign fishing fleets from Europe
and Asia are placing huge pressure
on Madagascar's fisheries by
catching nearly 80,000 tonnes of
Reference
seafood each year -- almost the
Fishery
Marine conservation same amount as local fishermen -and are exacerbating the impact of
Pollock
overfishing at local levels.
Anchovy
Consequently, catches of several
key species groups seem to be in
decline, including mostly exported shrimp, shark and sea
cucumber.
The findings underline the importance of protecting local
fisheries for food security through stronger fisheries
management. Madagascar is the world's fourth largest island
and is home to some of the world's poorest people. Two-thirds
of the country's population is food insecure. Yet, the country
has three monitoring vessels and nine speedboats to protect
its waters from illegal fishing boats and monitor domestic
fisheries.
"Both increasing pressure by local fishing communities and
demand from the international market could accelerate the
downward trends we see in Madagascar's fisheries," says
Frédéric Le Manach, lead author of the study and a graduate
student at the University of Plymouth in the UK and visiting
researcher at UBC.
The local shrimp fishery, of prime importance for the national
economy, has caught about 12,000 tonnes annually, but is
now declining. Most of these shrimp are destined for export to
developed countries.
"Securing Madagascar's fisheries for local consumption is of
paramount importance to Madagascar's sustainable economic
development," says Alasdair Harris, a marine scientist working
in Madagascar. The authors suggest that the new data should
be considered before allowing foreign fishing vessels further
access to Madagascar's waters.
"This study is yet another demonstration of how overfishing
impacts humans in different parts of the world," explains
supervising author Dirk Zeller and senior research fellow with
The Sea Around Us Project at UBC. "In the case of
Madagascar, overfishing does not threaten to undermine a nice
meal at a restaurant, but one of the mainstays of human
survival."
The Sea Around Us Project is a scientific collaboration

Computers & Math
Print

Fossils & Ruins
Bookmark

Email

Just In:
Where Have All the Flowers Gone?

Science Video News

Ads by Google

Better Bait
Sustainability Management — NEW UBC
program. Sustainable planning & administration
training.
ContinuingStudies.ubc.ca
2 Stocks to Hold Forever — Some of the world's
richest have owned these stocks for decades.
www.StreetAuthority.com
Buy Seafood Online — Fresh & Frozen Fish,
Seafood & LIve Lobsters delivered to you!
www.seafoodonline.ca
Zebra fish research — high-throughput tracking of
zebrafish larvae (Danio rerio)
info.noldus.com/zebrafish-research

Materials scientists and engineers
added reinforcements to flexible
plastic fishing lures to keep them from
snapping off their hooks. Braiding. ...
> full story
Environmental Scientists Use Fish Behavior To
Monitor Water Quality
Chemist Invents Fishing Line that Changes Color
When Damaged
Engineers Design Two Piece Magnetic Aquarium
Pump
more science videos

Fish — Find out why life is better with a boat at
DiscoverBoating.ca.
www.discoverboating.ca

Related Stories
Healthy Coral Reefs Of Madagascar Resisting
Damage From Climate Change (June 23, 2006)
— Healthy coral reefs of Madagascar's northeast
coast have so far resisted the damaging effects of
warmer ocean temperatures attributed to global
climate change, say scientists who recently studied
the ... > read more
U.S. Seafood Consumption Declines Slightly in
2009 (Sep. 13, 2010) — The average American ate
15.8 pounds of fish and shellfish in 2009, a slight
decline from the 2008 consumption of 16.0 pounds,
according to a new ... > read more
'Best Hope At Sustainable Fisheries'
Short-Changed By Conservation
Efforts, Researchers Argue (Aug. 26,
2008) — Small scale fisheries produce as
much annual catch for human consumption and use
less than one-eighth the fuel as their industrial
counterparts, but they are dealt a double-whammy
by well-intentioned ... > read more
Monumental Debt-for-Nature Swap
Provides $20 Million To Protect
Biodiversity In Madagascar (June
14, 2008) — The largest debt-fornature swap agreement in Madagascar's history
was just signed between the Government of
Madagascar and the Government of France,
allocating roughly $20 million (13 million ... > read
more
New Hope for One of the World’s
Rarest Chameleons (Mar. 1, 2011) —
Conservationists have discovered a new
population of Madagascar’s Belalanda chameleon.
The discovery took place just days after the team
hosted an international conference to assess the ...
> read more
Ads by Google

seafood
For Tasty Lobsters, Prawns & Other
Seafood Cuisine, Call 604-634-3618.
www.MinervaPizzaAndSteakHouseLtd.ca

Breaking News
Black hole shreds
star, sparking
gamma ray flash
Mercury's origins
may differ from sister
planets
Scientists see
sunspot
"hibernation" but no
Ice Age
NASA fuels shuttle
for test before last
launch
Iran puts satellite
into orbit: state TV
more science news

In Other News ...
Bankers struggling
to regain public trust:
survey
IMF cuts U.S.
growth forecast,
warns of crisis
RIM swoons on grim
results, shareholders
fret
Nasdaq OMX
confirms bid for
LCH.Clearnet: media
No explosives found

... from NewsDaily.com

between the University of British Columbia and the Pew
Environment Group since 1999.
Email or share this story:

|

with man in custody
near Pentagon
Mixed data point to
wobbly recovery

More

Heavy exchanges
near key western
Libyan town

Story Source:
The above story is reprinted (with editorial adaptations by
ScienceDaily staff) from materials provided by University of
British Columbia, via EurekAlert!, a service of AAAS.

SEC could file civil
charges against
some raters: report
more top news

Journal Reference:
1. Frédéric Le Manach et al. Unreported fishing, hungry
people and political turmoil: the recipe for a food
security crisis in Madagascar? Marine Policy, 2011 DOI:
10.1016/j.marpol.2011.05.007

Need to cite this story in your essay, paper, or report? Use
one of the following formats:
APA
MLA

University of British Columbia (2011, June 17).
Madagascar marine resources plundered by
international seafood markets. ScienceDaily.
Retrieved June 17, 2011, from
http://www.sciencedaily.com
/releases/2011/06/110617110624.htm?
utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily+
(ScienceDaily%3A+Latest+Science+News)

Note: If no author is given, the source is cited instead.

Disclaimer: Views expressed in this article do not necessarily
reflect those of ScienceDaily or its staff.

Search ScienceDaily
Find with k eyword(s):

Number of stories in archives: 104,393
Search

Enter a keyword or phrase to search ScienceDaily's archives for related news topics,
the latest news stories, reference articles, science videos, images, and books.

Copyright Reuters 2008. See Restrictions.

Free Subscriptions

... from ScienceDaily

Get the latest science news with our free email
newsletters, updated daily and weekly. Or view
hourly updated newsfeeds in your RSS reader:
Email Newsletters
RSS Newsfeeds

Feedback

... we want to hear from you!

Tell us what you think of ScienceDaily -- we
welcome both positive and negative comments.
Have any problems using the site? Questions?
Your Name:
Your Email:
Comments:

Click button to submit feedback:

About ScienceDaily® | Editorial Staff | Awards & Reviews | Contribute News | Advertise With Us | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use
Copyright © 1995-2010 ScienceDaily LLC — All rights reserved — Contact: editor@sciencedaily.com
Note: This web site is not intended to provide medical advice, diagnosis or treatment.
Part of the iVillage Your Total Health Network

Send It

