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A new study by Sea Around Us Project members examines the global trends in fishing effort from 1950 to 2006 using
FAO fisheries data. The analysis confirmed global fishing effort is increasing and that effort is led by Europe and
Asia. Trawlers contribute a major fraction of global fishing effort, as do vessels greater than 100 gross registered tons.
But the study also notes that there are many limitations to the data, such as the absence of effort data for many

countries and the issue of illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing. This means that the World Bank estimate of
$50 billion in fisheries losses due to overcapacity is conservative.
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