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Take a longer view on sea turtle progress
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In response to the editorial "Efforts to help turtles pay off in nest numbers," this is indeed good news after 30-
plus years of effort, as noted.

But to say this is a "record-breaking year" seems to be a case of shifting baselines, a concept dewveloped by
Dr. Daniel Pauly (University of British Columbia) where there is a loss of perception of change that occurs
when each generation redefines what is "natural" or "historic."

Take for example, the number of nests on Fripp Island: 59 nests so far this year compared with 25 last year.
While staying at Fripp last month, | read a copy of "Fripp Island: A History" by Page Putnam Miller, published
in 2006. On page 109, it states, "In 1978, the turtle patrol identified 188 nests on Fripp. The following year,
Norine Smoak took over the patrol and reported 150 nests."

The current "generation” sees 59 nests as a bonanza, while the previous "generation" would probably be
shocked at the decline.

The beaches of Beaufort County have physically changed with development, erosion and beach
renourishment. Some are better for nesting, some not. While nest numbers for 2011 are record-breaking
compared with previous years, let's keep shifting baselines in mind when evaluating trends.

Recent nesting seasons appear to portend good things for the loggerhead population, but we should recognize
it is just a beginning and full recovery to historic numbers is still a future hope.

Sally R. Murphy
Sheldon
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Letters to the Editor

Letter guidelines

Letters to the editor are w elcome. Letters must be 250 w ords
or less and signed with your first and last names. Include
your street address and daytime telephone number sow e
can verify the letter before publication. You are limited to one
letter per 30 days. Letters may be edited for length, style,
grammar, taste and libel. All letters submitted become the
property of The Island Packet and The Beaufort Gazette and
may be republished in any format. The Packet and the Gazette
do not publish endorsement letters on the editorial page.
Thank you letters are published in the Monday Low country
Life section.

How to reach us

Mail: P.O. Box 5727, Hilton Head Island, SC 29938

Fax: 843-706-3070

Hand-delivered: 10 Buck Island Road, Bluffton or 1556 Salem
Road, Beaufort

E-mail: letters @islandpacket.com or

letters @beaufortgazette.com
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