
Saving Marine Life: More problems that marine animals are facing http://claireandswaleha.blogspot.com/2008/08/more-problems-that-mari...

2 of 3 8/27/2008 4:27 PM

 

Wednesday, August 27, 2008

More problems that marine animals are facing
Industrial fishing Giant ships, using state-of-the-art equipment, 
can pinpoint schools of fish quickly and accurately. These 
industrial fishing fleets have exceeded the ocean's ecological 
limits. As larger fish are wiped out, the next smaller fish species 
are targeted and so on. (Canadian Fisheries expert Dr Daniel 
Pauly warns that if this continues our children will be eating 
jellyfish.)Simply put, more and more people are competing for 
less and less fish and worsening the existing oceans crisis. 
More
Bycatch Modern fishing practices are incredibly wasteful. Every 
year, fishing nets kill up to 300,000 whales, dolphins and 
porpoises globally. Entanglement is the greatest threat to the 
survival of many species. Moreover, some fishing practices 
destroy habitat as well as inhabitants. Bottom trawling, for 
example, destroys entire ancient deep-sea coral forests and 
other delicate ecosystems. In some areas it is the equivalent of 
ploughing a field several times a year. More
Unfair fisheries As traditional fishing grounds in the north have 
collapsed, fishing capacity has increasingly turned to Africa and 
the Pacific. Pirates that ignore regulations and effectively steal 
fish are denying some of the poorest regions of the world much 
needed food security and income, and those fleets fishing 
legally are only giving a small percentage of the profit to African 
or Pacific States. More
Unsustainable aquaculture
Aquaculture (fish and shellfish farming) is often put forward as 
the future of the seafood industry, but it is not a solution to 
overfishing. Many modern aquaculture practices emphasise the 
unsustainable production of species for high-value export 
markets. Rapid expansion of intensive aquaculture has resulted 
in widespread degradation of the environment and the 
displacement of coastal fishing and farming communities.More
Shrimp aquaculture industry is perhaps the most destructive, 
unsustainable and unjust fisheries industry in the world. 
Mangrove clearances, fishery destruction, murder and 
community land clearances have all been widely reported. 
MoreThe salmon farming industry also proves farming is no 
solution - it takes approximately 4kgs of wild caught fish to 
produce 1kg of farmed salmon. More
Global warming The ocean and its inhabitants will be irreversibly 
affected by the impacts of global warming and climate change. 
Scientists say that global warming, by increasing sea water 
temperatures, will raise sea levels and change ocean currents. 
The effects are already beginning to be felt. Whole species of 
marine animals and fish are at risk due to the temperature rise -
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