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Maine senators join fisheries bill 
 
By Bart Jansen Washington D.C. Correspondent 
May 04, 2007 02:43 PM  

WASHINGTON — Sens. Olympia Snowe and Susan Collins joined 
bipartisan legislation to ban fisheries subsidies worldwide, in an 
effort to discourage overfishing. 

The Maine Republicans were among 13 senators who introduced a 
resolution Thursday night calling for the United States to pursue 
an international ban on government subsidies to the fishing. 

Earlier this week, Peter Allgeier, the U.S. Ambassador to the 
World Trade Organization, proposed a broad prohibition against 
fisheries subsidies at WTO negotiations in Geneva including 
delegates representing the WTO's 150-member countries. 

Worldwide fisheries subsidies are estimated at $30 to $34 billion 
annually – levels equal to approximately 25 percent of world 
fishing revenue, according to the advocacy group Oceana. 

At least $20 billion are "harmful" subsidies that drive increased 
and intensified fishing by providing support for boat construction 

and modernization, fishing equipment and fuel and other operational costs, according to the 
group.  

The largest overall fishing subsidizers are Japan's $5.3 billion, the European Union's $3.3 billion 
and China's $3.1 billion, according to the group. 

"The world's fisheries are near total collapse, yet many governments continue to sponsor 
overfishing with the billions of dollars in subsidies they dole out to the fishing sector," said 
Courtney Sakai, campaign director at Oceana. "To end overfishing, follow the money that supports 
it and make the money stop." 

 

Reader comments 

There are not yet any reader comments. Use the form below to submit your comment and it will appear here. 
 

You must be a registered user of MaineToday.com to post a comment. Register or log in. 

Search Current Updates 

 

 Search

E-mail this page 

Reader Comments (below) 

Recent Updates 

Camera suspect pleads not 
guilty 2:34 PM 

Chrysler recalls minivans 
2:22 PM 

Meteorologists recognized for 
service 2:17 PM 

Recent stories on the APWire 

Last updated 3:00 pm 
Bathroom video camera lands 
father man in jail  

Edmunds man sentenced for 
killing harbor seal  

More from the AP Wire 

  

Page 1 of 2MaineToday.com | News Update: Maine senators join fisheries bill

5/11/2007http://news.mainetoday.com/updates/011573.html



 

Table of Contents 

News: Portland Press Herald/Maine Sunday Telegram   Kennebec Journal   Morning Sentinel   The Maine Switch   Coastal Journal   Updates   AP Wire   Weather  
Sports: High School Sports   Sea Dogs   Boston Red Sox   Patriots  
Business: Blogs   Calendar   Resources   Business Classifieds  
Arts & Entertainment: Calendar   Movies   Music   Dining  
Travel: Maine Regions   Things to Do   Maine Guide   From Away   Vacation Rentals   Lodging Guide   Campgrounds  
Outdoors: Sking   Winter sports   Fishing   Hiking   Hunting   Nature Watching   Outdoors with Children  
Other sections: myMaineToday   Seen   Blogs   Pets   Kids & Family  
Classifieds: MaineJobs   Real Estate   Wheels   Marketplace   Celebrations   Place an ad  

Portland Press Herald/Maine Sunday Telegram: News   Sports   Business   Editorials   Nemitz   iHerald   Obituaries   Special Reports   Reader Services  
Subscriber Rewards Club  
Kennebec Journal: News   Sports   Obituaries   Viewpoints   Reader Services  
Morning Sentinel: News   Sports   Obituaries   Viewpoints   Reader Services  

Advertising: Advertising products   Audience   Content areas   Service   Contact us  

Questions/Comments? 
Copyright © 2007, Blethen Maine Newspapers, Inc.  

  

Page 2 of 2MaineToday.com | News Update: Maine senators join fisheries bill

5/11/2007http://news.mainetoday.com/updates/011573.html


