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LIFE: JELLYFISH GYRATIONS

Gooey blob
has boffins
quivering

with delight

Dr Jamie Seymour watches a deadly box jellyfish ● Picture: Paul Sutherland

A dense school of jellyfish

An up-close view of one of the fish A pelican bobs among the jellyfish

by Seanna Cronin
THEY have eyes, take
naps, have sex, and some
can swim faster than us.
Jellyfish are no longer seen
as gooey blobs haphaz-
ardly floating with the cur-
rents – they play a much
bigger role in the oceans
than everyone thinks.

The world’s top marine
scientists are converging on
the Gold Coast to discuss the
myths, facts and hopefully the
causes behind increasing
jellyfish blooms that seem to
be wreaking havoc on the
world’s coastlines.

Griffith University will
host the second International
Jellyfish Blooms Symposium
over the next four days, which
includes a free public talk on
Tuesday by world fisheries
expert Daniel Pauly.

‘‘It’s an opportunity to
discuss some of the latest
research and debate whether
or not jellyfish blooms are on
the increase,’’ explained
Griffith jellyfish researcher
Dr Kylie Pitt.

Dr Pitt and box jellyfish
expert Dr Jamie Seymour
from James Cook University,
brought the symposium to
Australia to raise awareness
about jellyfish and under-
standing of blooms – short-
lived population explosions.

‘‘The thing with jellyfish
populations is that they boom
and bust, so it’s really hard to
say if we seeing a long-term
increase or if it’s just part of a
natural cycle,’’ said Dr Pitt.

Rising water tempera-
tures, overfishing, pollution
and excess nutrients in the
water are all suspects in the
blooming debate.

Unfortunately for scien-
tists, placing blame is harder
than it seems.

‘‘Trying to identify the

causes is difficult because
we’re dealing with entire
ecosystems,’’ said Dr Pitt. ‘‘I
think it’s a funny thing how
everyone wants to be able to
say there is an imbalance in
the oceans, but oceans are
really dynamic systems and
they’re never in balance; it’s
not actually that simple.’’

But there are a few places
where scientists do know
jellyfish are blooming and
doing it more often.

Consistent information
from commercial fishing over
the past 25 years allows scien-
tists to confidently say that
the Bering Sea, the northern
Gulf of Mexico, southwest
Africa and Japan are all hav-
ing jellyfish blooms.

In the Gulf of Mexico
white spotted jellyfish, native
to Australia, have drifted over
to join forces with moon
jellies, which eat prawn larvae
before they can grow into
tasty and lucrative adults.

Japanese fisherman lost
nets by the metres because of
hauls of massive S. nomurai
jellyfish, which can weigh up
to 200kg each, instead of
yellow tail in the 1990s.

‘‘You can just imagine
how hauling up a fishing net
with that kind of weight just
destroys it,’’ said Dr Pitt.

Water intakes of nuclear
power plants have been
clogged by blooms in Japan
and the Philippines while
blue blubbers prevented a
cruise ship leaving Brisbane
in 2004.

Australia has yet to have
unnatural jellyfish blooms,
but according to Dr Pitt the
problem instead lies with
potential changes in distri-
bution if ocean temperatures
continue to rise.

‘‘You can’t now say the
waters through Fraser Island
are jellyfish safe,’’ said Dr
Seymour after his spotting of

irukandji jellies interrupted
filming of Fool’s Gold there.

Deadly species like the
irukandji and box jellyfish
that have inhabited the
warmer waters of north
Queensland could call more
southerly waters home if
warming continues.

After sightings at Fraser
Island and an irukandji sting

at Hervey Bay in April this
year, Dr Norman Duke from
the University of Queensland
told The Gold Coast Bulletin
m a r i n e a n i m a l s w o u l d
b e m a r c h i n g s o u t h a s
waters warm.

‘‘It’s inevitable, I believe,
that creatures l ike the
irukandji will make their way
south,’’ he said.

Dr Pitt said that irukandji
sightings and gelatinous
blooms washing up on the
Gold Coast would have a
major impact, on one indus-
try in particular.

‘‘If you’ve got large num-
bers of je l ly f ish in the
water it would obviously be
detrimental for tourism and
you see that already with

blue bott les , ’ ’ he said.
Ironically, jellyfish off

China are actually in decline.
Jellyfish there have been so
overfished that Chinese
scientists are now culturing
jellyfish, then releasing them
to grow for harvesting.

‘‘They release something
like a billion jellyfish a year,
so it’s going to be quite
interesting to hear about their
work,’’ she said.

The major hurdle Dr Pitt
and other jellyfish researchers
are working to overcome is
the lack of a basic infor-
mation about what makes
jellyfish tick.

Until recently, jellyfish
were considered nothing
more than dead ends in the
food chain.

‘‘It had been assumed
that nothing eats them be-
cause why would anything
want to eat a jellyfish?’’ said
Dr Pitt.

Underestimating jellyfish
as both a food source and a
predator of plankton and lar-
vae is the price now being
paid by communities and
industries hit by blooms.

It is now known jellyfish
can survive in an incredible
range of temperatures ,
salinity and even oxygen
depleted waters.

‘‘They’re bloody tough
l i t t l e a n i m a l s , ’ ’ s a i d
Dr Pitt.

Professor Daniel Pauly’s
free public lecture begins 7pm
on Tuesday in G17 lecture
theatre at Griffith Univer-
sity’s Gold Coast campus.

ADVERTISEMENT

“Do you get 110,000kms from your 4WD tyres?”
HOW many kilometres did you get out 
of your last set of 4WD tyres? 40,000? 
30,000?

After only 30,000 kilometres, 
Malcolm Godde had to replace the 
original tyres fi tted to his new Toyota 
Landcruiser.

“Tyres have always been a problem 
with my work vehicles. My Toyota 
travels about 75% on scaled roads 
and 25% on unsealed and 4WD tracks. 
Insuffi cient mileage has been a major 
addition to the running costs of the 
vehicles,” Godde explains.

“Admittedly the vehicle carries it 
gross vehicle mass on a daily basis 
and this contributes to the excessive 
wear.

“A neighbour suggested I tray Cooper 
ATR tyres. Having heard Coopers tyres 
have longer lasting qualities, I 
considered the old saying ‘nothing 

ventured, nothing gained’, and what 
did I have to lose?

“I have just replaced the Cooper 
ATR’s with another set, after getting 

110,000 kilometres and only one 
puncture which was at 109,000 
kilometres. The Cooper’s have done a 
great job.

“On a recent trip to the Flinders 
Ranges, towing an offroad Tvan, the 
traction it had climbing the 4WD tracks 
was very impressive.

“I would rate the Cooper ATR as 
exceptional value, especially 
considering the kilometres that can be 
achieved from them. I have personally 
tried a lot of brands and none of them 
come close to the overall performance 
of the Cooper ATR’s. I have no 
hesitation in recommending Cooper 
Tires as the No.1 choice for all-round 
performance.”

So what is the reason for the amazing 
difference? “It’s Cooper’s stronger 
construction and overall tread depth 
that is up to 30.3% more compared to 

many original tyres that gives you 
safer grip, more resistance to 
punctures and more mileage,” explains 
Terry Smith of Exclusive Tyre 
Distributors, importer of Cooper Tires.

Cooper Tires produce exclusively for 
the aftermarket so they do not 
compromise on quality or performance 
or meet a price or criteria of a vehicle 
manufacturer, which means you get 
more for your money.

Cooper Tires are the only 4WD tyres 
in Australia with a mileage guarantee 
in writing that ranges from 50,000 to 
90,000 km, depending on size and 
tread pattern.

To help you choose the right Cooper 
for your 4WD and type of  driving, talk 
to your local Cooper 4WD tyre 
specialist. Cooper Tires are only 
available, on the Gold Coast, at the 
following dealers.

Bundall 5531 6189
Burleigh 5535 2288
Currumbin 5534 6744
Helensvale 5500 0611
Labrador 5537 7111
Nerang 5578 1038
Southport 5532 4599
Tweed Heads 5536 3244

Guaranteed Mileage: American-
made Cooper Tires are the only 4WD 
tyres in Australia that are guaranteed 
to last up to 90,000 kilometres.
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