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Asia’s fisheries need reform not rebuilding

4 February 2005
Source: AN

Before the 26 December tsunami, Asia's
fishing fleets were increasingly depleting
nearshore resources, leading to intense
competition and even violent conflict between
small-scale and industrial fishers.

In his letter to Nature, Daniel Pauly of the
University of British Columbia's Fisheries
Centre in Vancouver, Canada, says that
rebuilding Asia's fisheries without structural reforms will only worsen
their problems.

Indonesian small-scale
fishers

Pauly says international aid and failed agricultural and social policies
have contributed to the unsustainability of regional fisheries. He argues
that rebuilding fisheries affected by the tsunami without reforms will
make things worse. Instead, he says, emphasis should be given to
generating land-based jobs and to providing basic education and training
to increase the social mobility of local fishers.

Link to full letter in Nature

Link to SciDev.Net's news focus ‘Tsunami update’

Related SciDev.Net articles:

'‘Bioshield' proposed to protect India's coast
Tsunami's ecological impact ‘likely to be long-lasting'
Fewer fish means more bushmeat eaten in Ghana
'‘Doom and gloom' forecast for global environment
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