
    

Stop deep-sea trawls to protect coral, 
scientists urge 
Last Updated Mon, 16 Feb 2004 14:51:16 

SEATTLE - More than 1,000 of the world's top marine 
scientists called for a moratorium Monday on deep-sea 
trawling that destroys coral and sponge ecosystems 
rich in life. 

Deep-sea corals at Madison-Swanson 
protected area south of Panama City, 
Florida (photo courtesy Lance Horn, 
University of North Carolina) 

"Shallow-water 
coral reefs are 
sometimes called 
'the rain forests 
of the sea' for 
their 
extraordinary 
biological 
diversity, 
perhaps the 
highest anywhere 
on Earth," the 
1,136 scientists 
from 69 
countries said. 

"However, until 
quite recently, 
few people – 
even marine scientists – knew that the majority of 
coral species live in colder, darker depths." 

The statement was released concurrently at the 7th 
Conference of the Parties of the UN Convention on 
Biological Diversity in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science 
annual meeting in Seattle. 

Scientists recently discovered coral in the cold and 
deep ocean habitats of Japan, Tasmania, New 
Zealand, Alaska, British Columbia, California, Nova 
Scotia, Maine, North Carolina, Florida, Colombia, 
Brazil, Norway, Sweden, U.K., Ireland and Mauritania. 

●     FROM SEPT.30, 2003: Research vessel finds 
Canadian coral forest

Some corals resemble trees, growing up to 10 metres 
tall. Others form dense thickets supporting thousands 
of species. 

LINK: Northern coral: CBC TV's The 
National (July 30, 2000) 

LINK: Coral reefs: CBC Radio's 
Quirks & Quarks (Dec. 2, 2000) 

●     Scientists' statement on protecting coral: Marine 
Conservation Biology Institute 

●     Coral climate change report: Pew Center on Global 
Climate Change 

(Note: CBC does not endorse and is not 
responsible for the content of external 
sites - links will open in new window) 

WRITE TO US:
Send your comments to letters@cbc.ca 

JOIN THE DISCUSSION:
Share your thoughts on this and other news stories! 
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An immediate UN moratorium is needed to give 
scientists time to learn more about the diversity, 
importance and vulnerability of deep-sea coral, said 
fisheries biology Prof. Daniel Pauly of the University of 
British Columbia in Vancouver. 

Hecate Strait, British Columbia, reefs of 
glass (hexactinellid) sponges 
(photos by Dr. Manfred Krautter, 
Universitaet Hannover, Germany) 

Bottom trawling 
in particular 
gouges coral and 
sponges by 
dragging heavy 
chains, nets and 
steel plates 
across the ocean 
floor. The 
trawlers search 
for valuable, 
increasingly rare 
groupers and 
redfish that live 
in reefs, as well 
as shrimp, cod, 
orange roughy 
and Chilean sea bass. 

"Because deep-sea corals are so slow-growing, they'll 
take centuries to recover, if ever," said biology Prof. 
Martin Willison of Dalhousie University in Halifax. 

"In Canada's Maritime provinces, hook-and-line 
fishermen, who use more sustainable fishing methods, 
have led efforts to protect crucial sea floor habitat. But 
Canada's government, like the U.S.A.'s, has utterly 
failed to curb destructive fishing practices such as 
trawling," he added in a release. 

The signers were hopeful, saying it's not too late to 
save most of the world's deep-sea coral and sponge 
ecosystems. 

Australia, New Zealand, Canada and Norway were 
commended for taking the first steps towards 
protecting coral ecosystems under their jurisdiction. 

The non-profit Pew Center also released a report at 
the Seattle annual meeting, calling global warming a 
triple whammy that harms coral reefs by: 

●     Stifling life-giving algae. 
●     Preventing tiny sea anemone-like polyps from 

building their limestone skeletons since 
spiralling levels of carbon dioxide acidifies sea 
water. 

●     Increasing the vulnerability of reefs to threats 
such as overfishing, disease and coastal 
pollutants. 

The report's authors urged governments and 
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conservationists to curb greenhouse gas emissions 
and manage ecosystems to reduce the harmful effects 
of fishing and pollution. 

Written by CBC News Online staff 

H e a d l i n e s : S c i - t e c h 

●     Stop deep-sea trawls to protect coral, scientists 
urge 

●     Obesity, asthma in children not linked: Canadian 
study 

●     Reach out and lie to someone 
●     Love meter predicts success of marriage 
●     Mars rovers overcome driving setbacks 
●     Spirit plays Martian weather expert 
●     Stem cell cloning proves principle, no medical 

advance  
●     Scientists seek Holy Grail for couch potatoes 
●     Fossil points to earlier land invasion by insects 
●     Water not a worry but curb salt intake: report
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