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ST. JOHN'S - Researchers from around the world are
meeting in Vancouver this week to discuss how to
help wild salmon populations recover to their historic
levels.
Commercial harvesting, aquaculture, pollution and
global climate change pose ongoing threats to wild
salmon populations.
The status of the fish varies
greatly throughout their
range. A commercial
moratorium has been in
place for 11 years off
Newfoundland, but Atlantic
salmon numbers are as low
as ever.
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Off the west coast, Canadian and northern stocks of
wild Pacific salmon are in better shape than most
people recognize, according to Dr. Brian Riddell,
scientific adviser to the Pacific Fisheries Resource
Conservation Council.
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"In the southern U.S., where there's been major
impacts of power development for example, over 50
per cent of the populations we can identify are now
either extinct or listed at very high risk," said Riddell.
"In southern, southeast Alaska at least, it drops to
under one per cent." He said a first principle of
conservation should to err on the side of caution.
Reg Watson, a senior fisheries research fellow at the
University of British Columbia, said much like families
can live in denial of a loved one's illness, those who
live on the world's coasts may ignore the effects of
heavy fishing. Symptoms include lower catch rates
and having to fish offshore in deeper water.
For Watson, salmon are a good example of how
managers can no longer manage a fish species in
isolation but need to consider all threats, from
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logging to global climate change.
Riddell plans to remind those at the World Summit on
Salmon that Pacific salmon not only take from the
ecosystem, they also give back nutrients when they
find their way back to rivers to spawn.
Canada's First Nations people also value wild salmon
in non-economic ways.
"They are still a major part of our diet," said Arnie
Narcisse, chair of the B.C. Aboriginal Fisheries
Commission. "We sort of rely upon salmon we're able
to put away in our freezers and jars, and even when
we dry them."
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