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that fish stocks are
plentiful. Recalculation
shows the global industry
and food supply to be in peril. In spite of evidence that fishing
industries are over-exploiting the seas, fish stocks seem to be okay
on a global level. Rising catch sizes are consistently reported by the
single source of statistics, the United Nations' Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO).

Over-reporting of catches, notably by China, may have distorted the
numbers and hence policy, say Reg Watson and Daniel Pauly of the
University of British Columbia in Vancouver. They estimate that
there has been an alarming decline in the size of fish catches since
1988. "The results are stunning,” says marine biologist Jane
Lubchenco of Oregon State University in Corvallis. "We're on a
trajectory of significant decline,” she says - which only a drastic
overhaul of fishery management can stop.

Reduced stocks threaten the fishing industry and world food
population. Fish make up about 17% of the world's animal protein
and many developing countries rely on it. During the 1970s, fish
ecologists predicted that catch figures would level off in the 1990s,
says Andrew Rosenberg of the University of New Hampshire in
Durham, when the biological capacity of the oceans was reached.
Rosenberg was previously deputy director of the US National Marine
Fisheries Service.
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The North Atlantic cod is among many fish stocks that have already
taken a nosedive. The FAO currently estimates that 70% of major
marine fisheries - industries based around a specific fish type or
region - are fully or overexploited. The anomalously healthy catch
statistics were conventionally put down to discovery of new stocks,
Rosenberg says.

Watson and Pauly used FAO figures collected since the 1950s to
construct a map of regional fish catches. They then were able to
build a statistical model to predict catches based on factors like food
abundance and water depth. The model accurately mirrors actual
figures in most regions, and China shows the biggest discrepancy.
China's reported catches, which make up 15% of the global harvest,
are twice the recalculated figure. Local officials, whose promotion is
linked to their ability to exceed production targets in China's socialist
economy, may be responsible for the over-reporting, Pauly says.
The central Chinese government placed a cap on the figures in 1998
in an attempt to prevent the practice.

The artificially high FAO figures have encouraged government
investment in fisheries, which may have made the over-fishing
problem even worse. International action to cut catch quotas and
shrink fleets is important, the experts agree, to promote sustainable
fishing. This means, for example, enforcing the currently non-binding
FAO International Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing
Capacity, says Rosenberg.

Source: Nature

Cosmiverse Staff Writer

E-Mail this story to a friend

Post your thoughts on this story

Back to Today's Headlines

SCIENCE NEWS THIS WEEK

« Human Clone Claim May Not Stand Up to Scrutiny
o 'Light' Cigarettes No Healthier

. Brains of Deaf People Rewire to 'Hear' Music

. Earth's Magnetic Field Really Did Reverse ltself

http://www.cosmiverse.com/sciencel11290102.html (2 of 4) [26/03/2002 1:23:41 PM]



http://www.cosmiverse.com/discus
http://www.cosmiverse.com/cgi-bin/hamweather/hamweather.cgi
http://www.cosmiverse.com/referral.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/referral.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/meca/
http://www.cosmiverse.com/meca/
http://www.cosmiverse.com/meca/
http://www.cosmiverse.com/fictioncv/index.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/starrynight.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/iss/index.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/missions/index.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/horizon/index.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/mir
http://www.cosmiverse.com/cinc/index.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/cinc/index.html
http://www.cosmikids.com/
http://www.cosmiverse.com/sstour/index.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/reflib/index.htm
http://www.cosmiverse.com/reflib/Image_Gallery/index.htm
mailto:?subject=Cosmiverse%20News&body=http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11290102.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/discus/messages/7/7.html?0
http://www.cosmiverse.com/TEMPLATES/cgi-bin/cosmiverse/showpers.cgi#science
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11280101.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11280102.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11280103.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11270101.html

o Genetic Engineering Could Help Reduce Sunburn
. Parental Marital Discord Affects Quality of Offspring

ooglem .
F Marriages
' . Personal Decisions Exercise the Emotional Part of the Brain
_ « U.S. Company Creates Human Embryo Clone
O Search WWW « Researchers Prone Space Sleep
® Secarch « Test t.ube holds atrillion computers
Cosmiverse . A smile aday keeps heart disease away

. Mental gymnastics increase bicep strength

. Friends are Stranger than Strangers

o U.S. Students Perform Poorly in Science Classes

o Risk Taking Strongly Influenced by Sense of Control
« FDA Approves First Contraceptive Skin Patch

Cosmiverse
Database

Yellow Pages
People Search
Business Search

COSMIVERSE NEWS ARCHIVES

Shopping:
MEW! Cosmiverse

Marketplace

Shop for Everything
Under the Sun at the
Cosmiverse

Marketplace! : _ : .
CV2K Mission Kits Type your email address in the box and click "Subscribe"

HTML Newsletter
® Daily ® weekly

Text Newsletter
Affiliate Sites: @ Daily @ Week
Cosmic Voyage 2000 aly eexly

SpaceDev
seti@home
Planetary Society
MECA - May
Everyone Connect SEND THIS SITE TO A FRIEMND!
Always
Launch your "Cosmic Send this site to 5 Friends and be
Messenger" and talk automatically entered to win

to the world! $5000.00!

Past Weeks' News Archives - Archives of past
weeks' Daily Selected News Stories.

SuUBSCRIBE TO COSMIVERSE NEwWS BRIEFS

Cosmiverse Auction

Your Name:

Your E-Mail:

Friend's Name:

Friend's E-Mail:

http://www.cosmiverse.com/sciencel11290102.html (3 of 4) [26/03/2002 1:23:41 PM]


http://www.google.com/
http://www.cosmiverse.com/cgi-bin/cosmiverse/showlinks.cgi
http://www.cosmiverse.com/cgi-bin/cosmiverse/showlinks.cgi
http://www.cosmiverse.com/ypsearch.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/psearch.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/bsearch.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/market
http://www.cosmiverse.com/market
http://www.cv2k.com/
http://www.cosmiverse.com/cgi-bin/auction/auction.cgi
http://www.cosmicvoyage2000.com/
http://www.brotherearth.net/
http://www.spacedev.com/
http://www.setihome.org/
http://www.planetary.org/
http://www.cosmiverse.com/meca/
http://www.cosmiverse.com/meca/
http://www.cosmiverse.com/meca/
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11270102.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11270103.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11270103.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11270104.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11260101.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11220101.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11220102.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11220103.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11220104.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11210101.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11210102.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11210103.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/science11210104.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/narchive.html

© 1999-2000 Cosmiverse.com. All Rights Reserved.
Cosmiverse Privacy Statement and Terms of Service

All other copyrights remain property of their respective owners.



http://www.cosmiverse.com/pstatement.html
http://www.cosmiverse.com/tos.html

	cosmiverse.com
	Science News


	CLGJENKJNBBPKKGMJMFPCCGOCGLIBEBF: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f4: AWPID:e41126aff082248b;
	f5: www.cosmiverse.com
	f6: on

	f2: Go!
	f3: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: http://www.cosmiverse.com/gotit.html
	f2: email
	f3: Off
	f4: 

	f5: Subscribe
	f6: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: 

	f5: Submit
	f6: 
	f7: 




