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Abstract

FAO capture fishery production statistics for the Eastern Central Atlantic are
analysed in order to describe trends and changes in development phases of fisheries
exploiting the main resources during the period 1950-2000. Catch trends since 1970 are
analysed and described by the coastal CECAF statistical divisions on the basis of the
recently revised ISSCAAP species groups. Shares of catches by Distant Water Fleets
(DWFs) are also described. A dramatic development of fisheries is evident during the
period from a situation where 90% of the main resources were classified as having
undeveloped fisheries to the present when 68% are classified as mature or in decline.
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